Prostitution in Europe
Adele Schreiber, " may be the expression of wholesome monogamous conditions, as indeed is often the case in mountainous countries. Premarital relations are there common, are characterized by mutual fidelity and, with exceptions of course, look forward to marriage when a child is born and the parents are able to establish a home." 20 These relations must be distinguished from the episodic connection that is a mere incident in the course of casual companionship. Mainly in this latter sense, "immoral relations before marriage among the lower classes ajre not unusual and are indulgently re-" garded," 21 writes Charles Booth of London. Devon, describing Glasgow conditions, observes to the same effect that " girls do not seem to suffer in self-respect nor greatly in the esteem of others, if they yield themselves to the ladfwho is their sweetheart for the time. If decency is observed, morals are taken for granted." 22 On the Continent these conditions also exist. " Extra-marital, especially pre-marital intercourse is everywhere in the country very frequent," 23 declares Moll. Of certain communities in Saxony it has been deliberately asserted that "no girl over sixteen is still a virgin "; the German peasant is declared to have no conception of the meaning of chastity.24 Welander dealing with 452
20 Adele Schreiber r   Mutterschaft (Munich, 1912) p. 260.
21 Loc. cit., p. 44.
22James Devon: The Criminal and the Community (London and New York, 1912) p. 158.
23Moll:   loc. cit.t p. 371.   Also:   Kampflfaieyer:   loc. cit., p. 20.
2*Wohlrabe: Schdden und Gefahren der sexuellen Unsittlich-keit (Leipzig, 1908) pp. 8-10. Fuller accounts have been published by Wittenberg and Hiickstadt: Die geschlechtlich-sittlichcn Ver-haltnisse der evangelischen Landbewohner im Deutschen Reich (Leipzig, 1895). These authors are all clergymen and may take too unfavorable a view.
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